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These are space technology articles from pages 7 and 9 of First News. Can you match the
keywords below the stories to their meanings? When you have identified each word, can you
put them back into their correct place in the stories, so it makes sense?
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PUPILS LIKE
MORE kids say they
prefer learning at
home than going
to school.

THE results of a First News poll
of more than 1,000 readers comes
while politicians, scientists and
schools are trying to work out how to
get kids back in the classroom (page 3).
Everyone needs to be conﬁdent
that any changes made do not risk a second
I really do
peak of COVID-19 infections, which might be
prefer working at
too much for the NHS to handle.
home as I can focus
During the coronavirus lockdown, some
more without the
children of key workers have been going to
usual distractions
school the whole time, but millions more
I would face
in school.
have been learning at home. Many are having
online lessons with teachers, and are being
helped by parents, brothers and sisters with their
home learning.
I prefer
First News wanted to know how well it was going
home learning
– so we asked you!
because my class
As we went to press, 1,100 readers had voted with
is horribly loud
54% of you saying you preferred learning at home.
and noisy.
You can read some of the comments on this page.

I love
school, but I
also enjoy home
learning as I am
able to wear
what I want.

Getty
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less thick to stir, which means
astronauts wouldn’t need to use as
much water.
Being able to use only materials
available on the moon when
building a lunar base would be
really helpful, as it would reduce
the need to launch supplies
from Earth.
We reckon it sounds like a wee-ly
good idea!

NASA held a contest for American
school pupils to come up with a name
for their upcoming Mars rover. They
selected Perseverance. But then they
decided the helicopter accompanying
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ought to have a name
too, so they took another look at the 28,000
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and chose Ingenuity.
The word means the ability to think
of clever new ways of doing something.
Vaneeza Rupani, a student at a high school
in Alabama, came up with the name.
Perseverance and _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ will leave
for the Red Planet in July.

Relating to the Red Planet (adjective 7)

Ingenuity

Shape (present participle 5)
The ability to think of clever ways of doing something (noun 9)

submissions

Determination; persistence in doing something despite difficulty or delay in
achieving success (noun 12)

regolith

The layer of loose dust, broken rock, etc, that covers solid rock on the moon (noun 8)

mould

POLL OF THE
Who has been helping most
with your home learning?
Go to ﬁrst.news/polls
to vote

INTRODUCING
INGENUITY

Perseverance

urea

I prefer
school because
I get to see my
friends in person and
I feel much more ‘in
the zone’ than at
home.

I prefer
staying at home
because I can get
up 45 minutes
later than I usually
need to.

I like
being at school

better because
we have teaching
assistants and
everything.

NASA/JPL-Caltech

iStock

NEW research from the European Space Agency has shown that
wee (yes, wee) could be used to make concrete on the moon for
a lunar base station.

lunar

I would say that
learning at home
is more relaxed, and
it helps me stay
organised.

Wednesday 20 May

I prefer
school because
I can see all my
friends and I’m not
constantly being
annoyed by my
bigger brother.

IN _ _ _ _ _ _ _ news, this special
helicopter – the first craft to roam the
skies of another planet – has been
officially named.

Could we build a place like this on the
moon one day using space piddle?

Martian

I like
school because
we have friends
there, and the
teachers are more
experienced
(no oﬀence,
parents).

DON’T FORGET
is Thank A Teacher Day. Go to
thankateacher.co.uk to ﬁnd out
how to send a thank you card to
your teachers who are still working
hard to keep up your learning.

First News readership is 2,235,888. Source: Opinion Matters 2016. First News is the widest-read of all children’s publications audited in the UK. First News supports children’s charities – see page 12

ONE SMALL
WEE FOR MAN…

_ _ _ _, the main substance in
urine, apart from water, is the key. It
would help to make a type of lunar
concrete easier to _ _ _ _ _ into the
required shape before it sets.
The main ingredient in lunar
concrete would be lunar _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _,
which is the loose, dusty stuff found on
the moon’s surface.
Adding urea to a mix of _ _ _ _ _
regolith and water would make it

THANK A
TEACHER DAY

HOME SCHOOL
by editor in chief Nicky Cox

SPACE TECHNOLOGY NEWS

TRUSTED
NEWS FOR KIDS,
WITH MORE
THAN 2 MILLION
READERS*

Issue 726 £1.99 15 – 21 May 2020

PUZZLES! QUIZ!
BRAIN TEASERS!

Entries (plural noun 11)
To do with the moon (adjective 5)
A substance formed by the breakdown of protein in the liver, which the kidneys filter out of the
blood and into the urine (noun 4)

