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Welcome 

Dear Parent, Carer 

I welcome you and your family into the community of Willaston School. 

Making the most of the opportunities for your children is dependent upon maintaining a successful 
partnership between home and school. This document, therefore, has been designed to help all parents 
and carers whose children attend Willaston School. It contains a range of information about life at 
school which will, I trust, clarify and assist you in supporting your child(ren) as they progress through 
the school. 

However, this is only the beginning. The staff at Willaston School are only too willing to meet parents 
both formally and informally to discuss pupil progress or help ease any problems........ the door is always 
open. If you do identify a problem, always make your child’s class teacher your first point of contact. 

 We are committed to  
Raising aspirations and expectations 

Our school belongs at the heart of the community helping to provide facilities which promote lifelong 
learning for families. 

A community at the forefront of learning on the Isle of Man 
A place staff are keen to be a part of 

A place parents are proud to be involved with 
A place where children are taken to the edge of their capabilities 
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Our vision 
                

We believe as a school that in order to raise aspirations and 
expectations we need to :-

* expect the best from ourselves and others
* have high standards in behaviour, appearance, presentation, environment
* challenge children and take them to the edge of their capabilities, and in   

doing so encourage children to challenge themselves
* enable children to learn independently, applying skills they have learnt

* be brave enough and informed enough to take considered risks
* be engaged enough to question

* inform and engage parents in the learning taking place
* provide opportunities for parents to further their own learning
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School Governing Body 

The school Governing body is comprised of five people: the Education Council member, one Parent 
Governor and one elected governor, plus two co-opted members from the local community. 
Except for the Education council member, all are subject to re-election every two years. 

The current Governing Body comprises: 
Chair   
Mrs Barbara Brereton 

Parent Governor 
Mr Toby Smith 

Teacher Governor 
Mrs Beth Lace 

Co-opted Governor 
Mrs Lulu Gillows 
Mr Lee Price 

Our Staff 

Headteacher -  Rose Burton 
Deputy Headteacher -  Beth Lace 
Senior Leader responsible for Key Stage 2 - Alison Honeyman 
Class teacher -  Abbie Irving 
Class teacher - Alistair Ledger 
Class teacher - Shelley Rutter 
Class teacher - Mary Thompson 
Class teacher - Angela Gerrard 
Class teacher - Nicola Boylan 
Class teacher - Kate Sumner 
Class teacher/PPA cover - Claire Piercy 
Child and Family Support Worker/SESO - Andrea McAdam, Eleanor Miklos 
SESO - Sue Brain based in Reception 
ESO’s -  Sue McCrory, Annemarie Rees, Vicky Dignan, Kate Marshall 

Becoming Involved 

We believe that the partnership between home and school is the most important resource available to 
us, both to ensuring our pupils receive the best possible education as well as receiving the widest range 
of opportunities available. We encourage involvement with your child’s reading and invite you in to the 
school to read along with your child (please contact your child’s class teacher to find out more). We 
have a number of parental engagement opportunities throughout the year (dates will be included with 
newsletters).  We welcome the assistance parents are able to offer, especially with swimming and off 
site educational visits. In addition, we are delighted to hear from parents who are willing to share 
particular skills eg. baking, craft. 
If you would like to find out more, please contact Mr Alistair Ledger via the school office. 
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PAWS   

Parents At Willaston School is an informal body which actively seeks to raise funds by 
holding disco’s, fayres etc. for the benefit of all pupils at Willaston School.  
Mr Ledger is the school representative. If you would like to become involved, please 
make contact with him. 

All parents are welcome to join. 

Location 

Willaston School is a 4-11 primary school situated 
in North Douglas adjacent to the Isle of Man 
College. The main building is a single story 1950’s 
building. The school is set in its own spacious 
grounds with extensive fields and mature trees.  

The School Catchment Area 

The Department of Education, Sport and Culture 
has a policy of defining catchment areas for each 
school. However, families who move outside the 
area may choose to continue with us or change 
schools. Similarly, those families who have moved 
outside the area but still have older siblings at 
the school are able to register other members of 
the family should they wish to do so. 

Primarily our catchment area is made up of: 
* the Willaston estate 
* housing to the north side of Ballanard Road from St Ninians traffic lights to Johnny Watterson’s 

Lane 
* from St Ninian’s traffic lights along the west side of 

Glencrutchery Road, stopping before First Avenue. 
* most of Glen Park 
* Hightonwood Hill 
* Beechwood Rise 
* Castleward Green 

* the rural area surrounding the remainder of Ballanard 
Road as far as the Abbeylands crossroads 
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The School Day 

School starts at 8.55am every day and 
finishes at 3.30pm. Children should cross 
School Road using the School Crossing 
Patrol Officer and assemble in the front 
yard, inside the school gates, prior to our 
music playing.  
Reception, Yr 1and Year 2 must be 
brought to school and collected by a 
responsible adult.  

Many children take the opportunity of 
attending our breakfast club, which begins 
at 7.40 each morning. Please ask at our 
school office for more details. 

Punctuality and Attendance 

Please help us and your children by making sure that they are on time for school. It is difficult for 
children and teachers if the start of the day is missed. We keep records of late arrivals in the 
electronic register, and if your child is frequently late then we will contact you about any difficulties 
that you may have in getting your child(ren) to school on time. 

If your child is ill or has to be away from school please telephone the school office on 621577 as soon 
as possible on the morning of the absence. 

Curriculum 

At Willaston we believe that focussed teaching of basic skills is vital to equip your child to access 
learning across all areas. We teach key literacy and numeracy skills using a range of whole class and 
focussed group work which allow us to cater for individual children’s needs, helping them to progress 
and attain the best they can. 

We have designed our own set of 
‘Willaston Learning to Learn Skills’ which 
promote the good learning habits defined 
by the Department of Education Sport 
and Culture (DESC) as the 6R’s. These 
habits are: 
Resilience 
Resourcefulness 
Readiness 
Relationships 
Reflectiveness 
Remembering 

Our curriculum is creative and engaging, 
with the children taking part in planning 
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many of the activities. We  encourage independent thinking.  
More information can be found on our website www.willaston.sch.im 

Admissions 

You are encouraged to inform the school as early as possible in the year your child is due to start 
school. Please contact our School Administrator, Mrs Julie Slater, who will be pleased to talk you 
through the process. 
We follow the Inspire Programme (Involving School Parents in Raising Expectations) during the 
summer term prior to your child starting in September. This induction into school has proven to be 
extremely popular and successful in easing the transition from home or nursery into school. 

Uniform 

Our school uniform consists of:  
Navy blue sweatshirt or cardigan with the Willaston School logo 
Polo shirt of any colour 
Grey or black trousers, skirt, pinafore 
Black sensible school shoes. No high heels, trainers or fashion shoes. 

PE kit should include a white t shirt (no football shirts), black shorts and pumps or trainers. In the 
winter months jogging bottoms and sweatshirts are encouraged for outdoor sports. 
It is essential to have PE kit in school at all times. 

Jewellery can be a health and safety issue for young children., therefore fashion jewellery should not 
be worn to school. We would not normally expect to see necklaces, bracelets or rings at school. 

Swimming takes place on Wednesday- a one piece costume or trunks (not shorts), towel and a hat for 
those with long hair.  

A pair of named wellies is required as we use the school field at every opportunity. 

Lunchtime Arrangements 

Well balanced, healthy school dinners are provided on the premises. The children can select from two 
options each morning, which includes our very popular salad bar. 
Payment is made via parent pay. Information can be obtained from the school office. 

Free school meals are available to those parents who qualify. If you think you may, forms are available 
at the office. Please ask. 

You may wish your child to have packed lunch. For safety, all drinks should be in a non-breakable 
container. Please do not send nuts as some children may have allergies. We encourage children to eat 
healthily and would not expect to see sweets or fizzy drinks. 

Snacks 

Children may bring fresh fruit or vegetable as a mid morning snack.  
Milk is provided for children who would like it and this is paid via parent pay. 
Water is available at all times from water coolers distributed around the school. Children are provided 
with school cups. 
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Home-School communication 

Upon starting at Willaston School, pupils are given 
book bags, primarily to carry school reading books 
to share at home. Please look after our school 
books. 

Each class sends home a termly forecast , which 
details the topic your child will be learning about 
that term. This enables you to share learning at 
home around this topic. 

Pupils at Willaston School receive home learning in 
a variety of forms; primarily, for many children, 
this involves a reading activity and ‘finding out’ 
suggestions around the topic. As pupils become 
older, additional tasks are set encompassing skills such as numeracy and research. Not all home 
learning requires a written outcome. 

You will receive invitations to two parent evenings each year, in the Autumn and Spring term, where 
you will have the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress with the class teacher.  
We also have an open afternoon at the start of the  year where you can informally meet our staff and 
see where your child is learning. 

All letter/newsletters are sent electronically. It is really important that we have your email address. 
Newsletters are also on our 
website www.willaston.sch.im. 
On here you will find a wealth 
of information about our 
school. 

Contact 

Please ensure that you keep 
us informed of any change of 
address or telephone 
numbers, as in the event of an 
emergency we may need to 
contact you. 

Medical 

In line with Department policy, medicines will not routinely be administered by staff unless the pupil 
has a chronic condition ie. epilepsy or diabetes.  

However, if it is necessary for a child to receive medication during the school day for a short term 
condition, parents are welcome to visit the school and complete the necessary paperwork. Medicines 
MUST ALWAYS be given directly to a member of staff. 
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Any child diagnosed with Asthma must complete an asthma card and have an up to date inhaler in 
school at all times. 

Clubs 

We have a range of clubs that run either during lunchtimes or after school 
Examples of clubs enjoyed are: 
hockey 
football 
karaoke 
chess 
netball 
art 
film club 
skipping 

We encourage children to commit to a club for the half term. 

Concerns and Complaints 

If you have any concerns, please let us know straight away as we are always happy to help. We 
welcome any suggestions for improving our service. Be assured that no matter what you want to 
tell us, our support and respect for you and your child in the school will not be affected in any 
way. Please tell us of your concern as soon as possible. It is difficult for us to investigate 
properly an incident or problem which has happened some time ago. 
What to do first 
Most concerns can be sorted out quickly by speaking with your child’s class teacher. All staff will 
make every effort to resolve your problem informally. 
If you still feel your issue has not been resolved, please contact the school office to make an 
appointment to speak to Mrs Burton.(Headteacher) or Mrs Lace Deputy Headteacher). 

If we are unable to resolve the problem, then the Department of Education, Sport and Culture 
have established appropriate procedures. 
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